
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Spring (ii)  

Poles Apart 
Here is a flavour of our curriculum   

Autumn i 2014 

Maths 

Skills Covered 
Measurement and mental maths 

skills 

Science 

Skills Covered 
Learning key vocabulary in relation 
to animals.  

Music 

Skills Covered 
Using voices expressively, playing 

tuned and un-tuned instruments, 

listen, experiment, create and 

combine sounds, focusing on pitch 

and beat.  

 
 

English 

Skills Covered 
Writing sentences using capital 
letters, spaces and full stops. 
Application of phonic skills, 
irregular spellings and key words, 
including ‘tricky’ words.  

 
 
 

Computing 

Skills Covered  
Children will learn to use logical 

reasoning to predict the behaviour 
of simple programs. Develop an 
understanding of algorithms.to 

direct a programmable toy. Digital 
literacy: Using technology safely. 

Art & Design 

Skills Covered 
Taught in Spring i 

 
 

Design & Technology 

Skills Covered 
Designing, Making and Evaluating  

Geography 

Skills Covered 
Comparing and contrasting different 

countries and climates 
 
 
 
 

 

Please note that this theme plan outlines just a few of the many exciting activities 

that the pupils will be taking part in this half term.  Additional activities are added 

as the theme unfolds according to the pupil’s needs and personal interests – this 

aspect is discussed & often led with pupils themselves! 

 

Recognising and naming a range of 

animals   

Science week 2023 – 
Connections  

Identifying, sorting, 
comparing mammals, 
reptiles, birds, 
amphibians and fish  

    ‘World Book Week’ 

 

Measurement-Length and 

Height 

Measurement- 

mass and Volume 

Place value within 50 – 

how many tens and ones in 

a number, ordering 

numbers and comparing 

numbers Identifying sounds of 

instruments and noticing 

how they are played 

 

Algorithms and coding   

 

Finding out about countries 

from hot areas of the world, 

near the Equator. 

 

Looking at patterns 

in the weather 

These plans change year on year and have clear links to learning experiences.  The skills being taught are directly from 

the National Curriculum.  The Maths and English skills identified above are only those being covered within the 

theme.   Maths and English are also taught discretely covering a large range of additional activities. 

Stand-alone subjects are;  
RE- the focus for this half term is ‘Sad and Happy’ - Easter 
PE- skills covered this half term will be Gymnastics and movement 
PSHE – the theme for this half term is ‘Relationships’. 

 History 
Skills Covered 

Taught in spring i 
 

Finding out about countries 

from cold areas of the world 

near the North and South 

Poles. 

 

Introduction to sewing skills by 

joining fabric in different ways  

Represent animal 

characteristics in sound 

 

Writing 

postcards linked 

to the locations 

in the key text. Seasonal changes – 
exploring Spring.  

Grammar – singular 

and plural words 

(adding -s and -es) 

Children independently access 

Ultrabooks during Continuous 

Provision  

Create sound from different 

sources 

 

Development of accurate cutting 

skills  

Adding animation and 

sound to an eBook    



  

Year 1 Poles Apart 
Key facts to learn (Geography):  

• The Equator is an imaginary line around the centre of the Earth that 
divides the world into two equal parts.       

• Maps are used to show where things are and what they are near to. 

• The North and South Poles are at the top and bottom of the Earth. 
• The North Pole is in the Arctic and the South Pole is in the Antarctic. 

• Countries near the Equator are hot: e.g. Brazil, Tanzania and Indonesia. 

• Countries furthest from the Equator are cold: e.g. Greenland, Canada and 

Norway. 

Key Concepts and Skills:  

• Identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United 

Kingdom 

• Identify the location of hot and 
cold areas of the world in relation 

to the Equator and the North and 

South Poles. 

• Use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to: key 
physical features, including: sea, 

ocean, season and weather  

• Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify countries, 

continents and oceans. 

Key Vocabulary:  

• Equator   

• North Pole 

• South Pole 

• Hot Countries – Sun 

• Cold Countries – Snow, Ice 

• Earth 

• Temperature 

• Arctic 

• Antarctic  

• Ocean 

• Continent 

• Polar/Tropical 

• Comparison 

• Similarities / Differences 

• Map/Globe/ Atlas 

 

 

 

 


